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SUBJECT: REPORTED LABOR PARTY CONTACTS WITH PCI 
REF: ROME 8125 

1 . LABOR PARTY INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY JENNY LITTLE, 

WHEN TOLD OF AVANTI REPORT (REFTEL), CHARACTERIZED 
IT AS ' HALF RIGHT AND HALF WRONG, ABOUT PAR FOR THE 
COURSE WITH THE PRESS." ACCORDING TO LITTLE, WHO 
DEFINED "FORMAL CONTACTS" AS AN EXCHANGE VISIT OF OFFI- 
CIAL DELEGATIONS. LABOR PARTY REPRESENTATIVES WILL MEET 
WITH PCI REPS WHILE IN ROME FOR JUNE SOCIALIST INTER- 
NATIONAL MEETING. SHE POINTED OUT THAT THIS WILL NOT 
BE THE FIRST SUCH CONTACT, AS PARTY GENERAL SECRETARY 
HAYWARD, THEN HOME SECRETARY ROY JENKINS AND OTHERS MET 
WITH PCI OFFICIALS IN LONDON LAST YEAR. LITTLE SAID SHE 
EXPECTED MEETING TO BE AN INFORMAL "CHAT" ABOUT 
EUROPE, EAST/WEST RELATIONS AND ITALY, NOTING THAT PCI 
IS A MAJOR FACTOR IN ITALIAN POLITICAL SCENE AND 
COULD NOT BE IGNORED. 
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2. ASKED ABOUT ATTITUDES OF PSI AND PSDI, THE SOCIALIST 
INTERNATIONAL-AFFILIATED ITALIAN PARTIES, LITTLE SAID 
THAT THE FORMER WAS NOT AT ALL WORRIED AND, INDEED, 
HAD HELPED WITH PRELIMINARY CONTACTS. SHE DESCRIBED 
THE PSDI AS "PERHAPS CONCERNED", BUT SAID THAT IT HAD 
MADE NO PROTEST. 
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